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Also known as: Striped Panchax 
 
Type: Freshwater  
 
Description: The Gold Killifish, is a variety of the  species of killifish (Aplocheilus lineatus), , of the 
genus Aplocheilus. An aquarium variant of this species with a more yellowish coloration is known as 
golden wonder killifish. The striped panchax inhibits fresh and brackish waters of India and Sri Lanka. It 
is found in streams, rivers, swamps, and paddy fields. The golden wonder killifish is one of the most 
readily available killifish in the aquarium industry. It is a good candidate for a first killifish because it is 
relatively hardy. 
 
Physical Characteristics:  The golden wonder killifish is yellow and green in color and is one of the 
bigger killifishes. These fish are best kept in pairs. The golden wonder killifish thrives on plant life, so 
be sure to include some live plants to keep them happy and healthy. 
 
Size / Weight / Age:  6 inches; Up to 15 cm, will spawn at half this size. 
 
Color Form: There is a 'Gold' form, commonly known as Golden Wonder, which has become very 
popular.  
  
Sexual dimorphism: Males tend to be larger than females and may have vertical stripes at maturity. 
Males have stronger colouration and longer, more pointed dorsal and anal fins, while females have a 
number of vertical black stripes on their rear flanks.  
 
Reproduction & Spawning: Lineatus gold is one of the "easier" killifish to keep and breed, and can 
sometimes be found in area fish stores at outrageous prices. They are usually sold under the name 
"Golden Wonder Killie" or the less creative "Yellow Killifish." They will eat flake food and are content to 
occupy the surface of a community tank. I started with a pair of fully grown adults; each was the last 
one in a tank, found at separate stores but possibly from the same breeder. The male is 4 inches and 
the female is 3.5 inches, both of the solid body-color variety, with no vertical black stripes. I kept the 
pair in a 5.5 gallon with a sponge filter and no other décor, except for the requisite tight-fitting lid. The 
spawning medium was a six-inch long mop of green yarn with a slightly course texture, clipped to the 
top of the tank for easy removal. The pair was fed predominantly on frozen brine shrimp, with occa-
sional staple flake and frozen bloodworms. They eat with a vigorous snatching motion that is typical for 
surface-dwelling killies. The temperature was 73 to 76 F and I did approximately 50% water changes 
every two weeks or whenever waste built up. At some point I upgraded the sponge filter to an 
Aquaclear "Mini" power filter, with no noticeable affect on the fish behavior. I rarely saw the pair 
actually spawning, but after a few days of getting acquainted there were eggs every night when I 
checked the mop. The male drives the female into the mop with a sideways pushing motion, and then 
the pair shakes as the eggs are released and fertilized. My harvesting method is to pull the mop out by 
one ‘lifter' string, which is longer than the others and attached to the knot holding the strands together. I 
squeeze out the water and place the mop on a white paper towel, in order to see any eggs that fall off. 
The eggs are 1 to 2 mm in size and hard to the touch. I picked the eggs and put them in clear plastic 
cups, so that fungus or development of eyes would be easily visible. To discourage growth of fungus I 
used a very strong solution of methylene blue, about two drops per cup. I collected the eggs in batches 
of 7 to 10 days, letting them all soak in the chemical bath for a few more days before pouring off the 
blue water. I then put the eggs and fresh water in a shallow Tupperware. Depending on the tempera-
ture, the eggs would start to "eye up" after about 10 days and hatch in 14. The fry are large enough to 
scoop up with a tablespoon or catch with a medicine dropper. I force hatched any eggs that had eyes, 
but had still not hatched after four weeks, by putting them in a jar with a little water and breathing into it 
before shutting the lid tight for a few hours. I raised the fry in a 1 gallon plastic "shoebox" with an air 
line and some java moss to provide cover and microbes for snacking. I have since learned that a killi 
fry box works well with a little peat in the bottom to condition the water and give the fry hiding places, 
and a ram's horn or other snail to clean up uneaten food and to provide food for infusoria. The fry were 
fed microworms and fresh hatched baby brine shrimp. In a few weeks I transferred them to a 5.5 
gallon. It had an Aquaclear "Mini" filter with a sponge covering the intake tube, a rock with some java 
moss, and a dimmed fluorescent hood. The fry grew quickly on twice daily feedings of fresh bbs or 
Argent's "Cyclopeeze." The males began to develop their distinctive yellow-gold color around ¾ inches, 
with both sexes beginning to show orange-red tips on fins and tail. Now they are growing out in a 
twenty-high with another younger batch, and the two age groups seem to get along well. They con-
sume massive amounts of any frozen or flake food. After a few months, the largest male is 2.5 inches 
long and growing.  
 
Lifespan: 3 years 
 
Origin / Distribution: Aplocheilus lineatus is a large and colorful Killifish from India and Sri Lanka. 
 
Conservation Status:  
 
Behavior:  These predatory fish from southern India spend most of their time at the water's surface 
and should only be kept with other large, sturdy species with no long flowing fins. Due to their large 
size, A. lineatus can do a lot of damage to each other or tankmates that they take a dislike to, so keep 
an eye on them in the community aquarium. Guppies and small Tetras would be considered a light 
snack! Water conditions aren't critical; slightly acid to neutral preferred (pH 6.5 - 7.0) with temperatures 
between 72ºF and 80ºF. As with most killifish, this species can jump and the bigger they are, the 
further they can leap. 
 
Habitat / Biotope: Indo-Pacific rivers and streams. 
  
Diet: Carnivorous - feed meaty frozen or live foods. 
  
Aquarium Setup:  
 
Minimum Tank Size: 20 gallons 
 
Care Level: Very Easy; Best suited to species own tank. 
 
Water Conditions: A. lineatus prefers soft slightly acid water with a temperature range of 70-80°F (21-
27°C). A tank of at least 10 gallons is adequate. 
• Temperature Range: 68°F - 82°F 
• pH Range: 6.4 - 7.6 
• Hardness: 1° - 8° 
•  
Swimming Level: Top of tank. 
 
Compatibility / Temperament: Peaceful 

Gold Kilifish ( Aplocheilus lineatus )  Variety 
 

Order: Cyprinodontiformes - Family: Aplocheilidae  
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